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Gute Nacht
(Good Night)

For 2-Part with Piano and optional Handchimes (or Orff Bells) and String Bass*
Duration: ca. 2:00

Traditional German Folk Song
Quoting ‘““Cradle Song” by JOHANNES BRAHMS
Arranged with English text by JOHN LEAVITT
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*Like full pedal, half pedal lifts should be by the harmonmic changes.
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Notes from the Arranger

Choirs are encouraged to sing four-bar phrases. (Breathe after beat 3 of every 4th full bar.) If
four-bar phrases aren’t possible, then choirs may take additional breaths at the two-bar phrase.
(Breathe after beat 3 of every 2nd full bar.) Singers are encouraged to take advantage of the
terraced dynamics in this piece.

Thank you to Dr. Gregory Gentry, Director of Choral Studies at the University of
Colorado-Boulder, for providing the German phonetic.
John Leavitt

German Pronunciation

Gute Nacht mein feines Lieb
GOO-tuh nacht MAHehn FAHeh-nuhs leep

schlaf wohl mein Kind
shlahf vol MAHenh kihnt

Das dich die Engel hiiten all, _
Dahs dee¢ dee EHN-guhl *HU-tuhn ahl

Die in dem schéenen Himmel sind.
dee ihn da(y)m *SCHOQO-nen HIM-muhl zihnt

Es singt im Busch die Nachtigall,
ehs zeengkt ihm boosh dee NACH-tee-gahl

In dem klaren Mondenshein
Ihn da(¥)m KLAH-ruhn MOHN-duhn-shahehn

Der Mond schaut in das Fenster dir,
dehr mont SHAHoot ihn dahs FEHN-stuhr deer

guckt in dein stilles Kéammerlein,
~euckt ihn DAHehn SHTEE-luhs *KEH-muhr-LAHehn

Der Mond schaut dich in Schlummer da,
der mont SHAHoot deeg ihn SCHLOO-muhr dah,

Doch ich muss zieh’n allein.
Dohch ee¢ muss tseen ah-LAHehn.

All “r’s” should be flipped

“ch” pronounced as in the name “Bach”

“¢” = pronounced as in the start of the word “huge”

“a(y)” = pronounced as in the word “chaotic” with no “y” diphthong
“ts” = pronounced as in the word “Tsetse fly”

~“u” = pronounced as in “foat”

*umlauts
i = ee (as in “me”) as the vowel with “oo shape on lips
6 = eh (as in “let”) as the vowel with “oh” shape on lips

4=eh (as in let)



